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The Game Shoot Standards Assurance 
Scheme 2008 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Welcome to this important handbook and thank you for playing a vital 
role in safeguarding the future of shooting. Shoots are offered the 
chance to engage in self regulation under this scheme, enabling them to 
demonstrate they meet the high standards set out in the Code of Good 
Shooting Practice, for the better management and defence of our sport. 
All organised shoots should belong to the Scheme. 
 
Participating shoots by engaging with the Scheme will additionally 
ensure they have put good management systems in place to comply 
with legal requirements on the environment, health and safety and food 
hygiene, which will offer a defence against prosecution in the event of a 
mishap. 
 
Assured Shoots that sell game meat direct to consumers may use the 
logo and free stickers that are available on request to add value to their 
product. 
 
Background 
 
This handbook sets out the new 2008 standards, and includes advice 
and guidance that underpins the Scheme rules. The Scheme has been 
revised and further clarified following the pilot project, which has been 
fully road tested by a wide range of shoots. Whilst the Scheme still 
requires a good standard of professional record-keeping, onerous and 
confusing red tape has been removed. 
 
It includes a handy checklist at the outset, with cross references to the 
guidance in the following chapters. 
 
Participating shoots should read the guidance, and to refer to it for 
clarification of the undertaking they are asked to make where 
necessary.  
 
Please always remember that this scheme is based on the 2008 Code 
of Good Shooting Practice which underpins the scheme, and contains 
nothing that should not already be familiar to shoot managers, or is 
otherwise a relevant legal requirement. The Code should be read 
alongside this handbook. 
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This handbook sets out the elements that will be checked by the 
Scheme assessors, CMi Certification Limited, and aims to provide 
helpful proformas where shoots may not already have these to hand. 
 
How the Game Shoot Standards Assurance Scheme operates 
 
The standards used by the Scheme are drawn from the principles 
enshrined in the 2008 Code of Good Shooting Practice, which 
accompanies this handbook.  The Scheme is overseen, monitored and 
certificated by CMi plc, an independent, third party organisation 
experienced in delivery of a wide range of assurance schemes 
throughout the food industry including certification of the Assured 
Combinable Crop Scheme in agriculture.  
 
Shoots will be offered the Game Shoot Standards Assurance certificate 
if they meet the appropriate standards set by the Scheme. The grant of 
the certificate is conditional on a successful initial assessment visit and 
interview. In addition, an annual visit (which may take place at any time 
during the year) is also required so that the Scheme managers can 
ensure that shoots maintain good standards and comply with the Code 
of Good Shooting Practice.  
 
Under the Scheme participating shoots are expected to maintain a 
register of complaints detailing the nature of any complaints and what 
steps have been put in place or considered to prevent recurrence, 
together with a limited number of records that will help demonstrate they 
take a professional approach to shoot management, detailed in this 
handbook. However, a well-run shoot should encounter few problems. 
 
Participating shoots are also encouraged to consider using feedback 
forms to record comments from Guns. 
 
Shoots wishing to participate in the Scheme should apply directly to CMi 
Certification Ltd to arrange a visit by one of their trained Scheme 
Assessors:  
Tel: 01993 885610 or email gameshootstandards@cmicertification.com.  
 

The application form is also available for download at the Game Shoot 
Standards website www.gameshootstandards.co.uk . 
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Chapter 1  Scheme standards checklist  
 
This checklist is designed to help you with your application for 
certification under the Assurance scheme. The list is designed to cover 
all types of game shoots. Therefore, large sections may not be 
appropriate to your individual circumstances and where they do not 
apply may be ignored.  

 
The symbol R signifies that the Assessor may request to see documentary 
evidence.  
 
Where there is any doubt over the interpretation of the following statements, 
the provisions of the 2008 Code of Good Shooting Practice will apply. 
 
Advice, guidance and standard proforma documents are to be found in the 
following chapters to assist shoots in meeting the standards. 
 
1.       Shoot Policy 
 
1.1 Does the shoot have spare copies of the Code of 

Good Shooting Practice for use as necessary? R  
          (A copy is at Chapter 2) 
 
1.2 Does the shoot have a copy of a shoot law handbook 

and comply with the provisions therein, and with the 
applicable legislation detailed in the Code of Good 
Shooting Practice? R (The shoot can choose any 
book from the list at the end of this checklist). 

 
1.3 Does the shoot or estate have a suitable insurance 

policy (such as public and employer liability) covering 
the activities of the shoot? R 

 
1.4     Does the shoot keep a record of any formal 

complaints raised against it and deal with them in a 
courteous and professional manner? R 

 
1.5 Does the shoot have a shoot management plan 

which sets out the steps taken to comply with the 
above and to deliver habitat and conservation 
improvements on the shoot? (This includes a map 
showing the relevant features) R (Advice on making 
a shoot management plan and a tick box 
proforma are found at Chapter 4) 

 
 

Yes 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N/A 
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1.6 Does the shoot limit bag sizes and number of 

shooting days to take account of the carrying capacity 
of the habitat available on the shoot? R (The Code of 
Good Shooting Practice has advice on this at 
Chapter 2) 

 
1.7 Does the shoot take account of and, as appropriate, 

make arrangements for the convenience and safety 
of neighbours and other countryside users on shoot 
days? 

 
1.8     Does the shoot take account of rights of way, open 

access land, and other countryside users when 
planning shooting activities? 

 
1.9 Does the shoot issue instructions that neighbours’ 

property must not be entered (especially on shoot 
days) without consent? 

 
 
2.       Habitat and gamebird management 
 
2.1 Does the shoot either 

a)   Undertake a survey to show that autumn stocks 
of wild grey partridge are adequate (above 20 birds 
per 100 hectares) and not shoot other than any 
sustainable excess above this number? R 
OR  
b)    Not shoot wild grey partridge? 
 

2.2     Does the shoot ensure that Guns are adequately 
briefed where       black grouse (a threatened 
species) are present? 

 
2.3 Does the shoot seek to ensure that game cover crops 

enhance the habitat and are sympathetically sited? 
 
2.4  Does the shoot take steps when burning or 

undertaking other land management to avoid harm to 
non-target species? 

 
 
 
 
 

Yes 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N/A 
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3.      Shoot day management 
 
3.1 Does the shoot take steps to make sure rights of way 

are safe for walkers and horse riders on shoot days 
by posting stops and/or halting shooting and where 
appropriate by putting out signs? 

 
3.2 Does the shoot ensure compliance with EU and Food 

Standards Agency game meat and food hygiene 
rules? (advice may be found at Chapter 5) 

 
4.      Health and Safety 
 
4.1 Has the shoot undertaken a written risk assessment 

to cover the most important hazards on the shoot? R 
(A brief guide to risk assessment is available at 
Chapter 6 with links to further advice) 

 
4.2    Has the shoot a written Health and Safety policy? R 

(A handy proforma is available at 
www.hse.gov.uk/business/policy-statement.pdf ) 

 
4.3 Does the shoot have a written shoot emergency plan 

which is on display in a suitable place? R    (A handy 
proforma is at Chapter 7) 

 
4.4    Does the shoot ensure only approved chemicals are 

used by      qualified persons and in accordance with 
label instructions? 

 
5.       Pre-shoot written notification 
 
5.1 When writing to customers booking a shoot day does 

the shoot inform them that the shoot complies with 
the Code of Good Shooting Practice? R (A handy 
proforma contract for the sale of shooting by the 
day which contains the required notification is at 
Chapter 9. Shoots may adapt this to suit their 
needs, but should include the relevant paragraph 
shown in italics) 

 
5.2 Does the shoot make sure everyone directly involved 

with the shoot (shoot staff including beaters and 
pickers up) is informed of and has copies of the Code 
of Good Shooting Practice if required? 

 
Yes 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
No 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
N/A 
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6.       Pre-shoot briefing for Guns 
 
6.1 Does the shoot make sure that Guns are briefed on 

safety and conduct at the start of any shooting day, 
covering the points set out in the guidance, and does 
it make copies of the Code of Good Shooting Practice 
available as neccessary? (A handy proforma is at 
Chapter 10 and additional copies of the Code may 
be downloaded from the Game Shoot Standards 
website, or are available from the Code 
organisations by post.) 

 
 
7.      Pre-shoot briefing for beaters, stops, pickers up 
 
7.1 Has the shoot prepared an Emergency Action Plan 

safety prompt card which is on display in a suitable 
location and available for all those involved on the 
shoot? R (A handy proforma is at Chapter 7) 

 
7.2 Does the shoot make sure that everyone involved in 

the field on a shoot day is properly briefed as to 
safety and conduct at the start of the day and does it 
make copies of the Code of Good Shooting Practice 
available as necessary? (Additional copies of the 
Code may be downloaded from the Game Shoot 
Assurance website, or are available from the 
Code organisations by post.) 

 
8.      Medicine storage and use 
 
8.1  Does the shoot record its use of veterinary medicines 

and observe any relevant withdrawal periods? R 
 
9.     Feed storage and use 
 
9.1  Does the shoot  
          a) Keep records of feed used on the shoot (including 

grain, tailings and home mixes) and  
          b) keep invoices or delivery notes showing what 

compound feeds have been used  
         In both cases for two years? R 
 
 
 

 
Yes 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
No 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
N/A 
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9.2  Does the shoot ensure all feed (including grain) used 

on the shoot is stored properly and is clean and free 
from contamination? 

 
9.3     Does the shoot use feeds from assured suppliers? 
 
10.     Rearing 
10.1 Does the shoot keep records of significant losses 

through disease and post mortem results for a 
minimum of 12 months? R  

 
10.2 If rearing birds, does the shoot have a copy of and 

comply with any relevant current codes of practice for 
rearing? R (The Game Farmers’ Code may be 
downloaded from their website at 
www.gfa.org.uk/gfa-code-of-practice ) 

 
10.3 If buying in birds, does the shoot ensure it knows 

the provenance of all birds brought onto the shoot 
and that the supplier complies with the relevant 
current codes of practice?  R(Look for Game 
Farmer’s Association logo on invoices) 

 
10.4  Does the shoot ensure that all those involved in 

rearing are competent in bird husbandry?  
 
10.5  Does the shoot ensure that the health and welfare of 

the birds is properly provided for at all times and 
ensure they are inspected at least daily for signs of 
disease or injury? 

 
10.6 Does the shoot ensure any birds suffering ill health or 

injury receive immediate attention and if appropriate, 
the attendance of a veterinary surgeon? 

 
10.7  Does the shoot ensure it provides appropriate 

housing which delivers high standards of animal 
health and welfare, with an outside run of a size 
suitable for the number of birds housed, and that 
stocking densities are managed so as to minimise 
stress? 

 
10.8 Does the shoot ensure housing is properly cleansed 

and disinfected between batches of birds? 

 
Yes 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
No 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
N/A 
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11.     Releasing 
 
11.1 Has the shoot obtained and read the Game and 

Wildlife Conservation Trust “New guidelines for 
sustainable gamebird releasing” and is it taking steps 
to comply with the recommendations set out in the 
guidelines? R (Advice on how to obtain and apply 
the guidelines is in the 2008 Code of Good 
Shooting Practice) 

 
11.2  Does the shoot provide adequate food and supplies 

of clean water to birds in pens? 
 
11.3 Does the shoot management plan detail the habitat 

available on the shoot and ensure that no more birds 
(including duck) are released than can be sustained 
without irreversibly damaging the environment and 
habitat and without being detrimental to the health 
and welfare of birds? 

 
11.4 Does the shoot ensure that, under normal 

circumstances, all birds are released before the start 
of their shooting season and that shooting does not 
commence until the birds (including duck) are mature 
and fully adapted to the wild – a minimum of one 
month from release.  

 
11.5 Does the shoot ensure that stock for shooting is not 

introduced to replenish or replace birds shot in that 
season after the start of the shooting season for that 
species.  

 
11.6 Does the shoot ensure that release pens, cover crops 

and feeders are sited away from public highways so 
far as is possible to minimise road kills and nuisance 
to traffic? 

 
11.7 Does the shoot use its best practical endeavours to 

ensure that bird numbers and locations are controlled 
to avoid them wandering onto roads or causing 
damage to neighbouring crops and gardens? 

 
11.8 Does the shoot ensure that calling birds are not used 

in partridge release pens? 

 
Yes 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
No 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
N/A 
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11.9   Does the shoot remove or render unusable partridge 

release pens before shooting commences? 
 
11.10 Does the shoot ensure duck are released only into a 

suitable wetland habitat and are encouraged to 
become wild before it starts shooting, and does it 
provide alternative water to which they may fly? 

 
11.11 Does the shoot ensure that reared game is free from 

disease and parasites when releasing? 
 
11.12  Does the shoot provide sufficient feed for released 

birds remaining after the end of the shooting season 
until natural food is available (normally until the end 
of May)? 

 
12.     Predator and pest control 
 
12.1 Does the shoot have copies of the current relevant 

Codes of Practice for the predator and pest control it 
undertakes and does it comply with their provisions? 
R (see the Code of Good Shooting Practice for 
available Codes and applicable legislation) 

 
12.2  Does the shoot ensure any predator and pest control 

is carried out with due consideration to local residents 
and other countryside users and does it keep records 
of the type of work undertaken? R 

 
12.3  Does the shoot keep records of its pesticide use 

(including rodenticide and other poisons) including: 
product used, amount, location and date? R (note: 
pesticide use is covered by the COSHH 
regulations guidance on which is available at 
www.hse.gov.uk/agriculture/guidance/index.htm) 

 
12.4  Does the shoot inspect any live traps at least once a 

day and remove trapped animals in accordance with 
the relevant Codes of Practice? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Yes 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
No 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
N/A 
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12.5  Does the shoot ensure any targeted species caught 

in a live catch trap is killed (save where it is to be 
kept) in a quick and humane manner as soon as 
reasonably practicable after discovery and that non-
target species are released unharmed? 

 
12.6 Does the shoot ensure that predator or pest 

carcasses are disposed of properly and not 
displayed? 

 

 
Yes 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
No 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
N/A 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Notes to the checklist: 
 
Any of the following legal handbooks adequately cover shoot law 
for the purposes of the Game Shoot Standards Assurance Scheme 

·  Essential law for landowners and farmers A Sydenham & B 
Monnington – Blackwells (from all good bookshops RRP 
£45.50)  

·  CLA Advisory Handbook CLA 32 Game Shooting and the 
Law (available from CLA on 0207 235 0511 member price 
£22.00) 

·  BASC Handbook of Shooting: The Sporting Shotgun 
(Paperback, available on Amazon or from BASC on 01244 
573000 RRP £16.95) 

·  Sporting Shooting and the Law, David Frost (available from 
the NGO RRP £6 inc p&p) 

 
The following documents should in addition be gathered for the 
Assessors visit but only where applicable to the shoot: 
 
All assured shoots will need 

·  This handbook (with the checklist and shoot management plan 
tick boxes completed) 

·  Spare copies of the Code of Good Shooting Practice 2008 (for 
use in briefings and to send to Guns as required). 

·  A shoot map  
·  Shoot or Estate insurance policy 
·  “Complaints book” (a folder or diary will be adequate) 
·  Health and safety risk assessment and safety policy, and 

emergency action plan 
·  Emergency action plan prompt card 
·  Safety prompt card 
·  Any relevant pest control Codes 
·  Records of pest control carried out (a diary will be adequate) 
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Some shoots may need the following in addition: 
 

·  Copy of any shoot sale contract used  
·  Records of medicated feeds and medicines used (invoices and/or 

delivery notes) 
·  Records of other feed used (invoices and/or delivery notes) 
·  Records of any significant losses through disease (vets report) 
·  GFA game rearing code (if rearing) 
·  Records of any eggs, chicks or birds purchased (Invoices and/or 

delivery notes)  
·  G&WCT new guidelines for sustainable gamebird releasing (if 

appropriate) 
·  Copy of grey partridge numbers counts (if applicable) 
·  Records of pesticide used (invoices and/or delivery notes) 
·  Other relevant Codes of Practice 
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Chapter 2. Scheme operating protocols 
 
Introduction 

The Game Shoot Standards Assurance Scheme offers the general 
public and consumers of game meat genuine assurance about the 
operation of shoots certified under the Scheme in relation to animal 
welfare, public safety, food quality and the environment. These 
standards require the maintenance of comprehensive records by shoot 
organisers and are monitored by an independent certification company 
(CMi plc) to verify compliance. Shoots will only be certified if they can 
meet and maintain the appropriate standards required by the Scheme.  

Certification of these standards is therefore conditional on a successful 
initial assessment visit and follow up assessments thereafter. The 
certification system is an independent third party system for determining 
conformity with the required standards and requires examination of a 
wide range of shoot management operations. The certification system is 
linked to a Certificate of Conformity and approved scheme marks.  The 
mark is the property of Game Shoot Standards and is issued, under 
licence, through CMi Certification.  

Application 

1. CMi Certification will send shoots wishing to be certified to the 
Standards an application pack and supporting literature. 

2. Shoot Managers should normally make an application in respect 
of the  whole shoot enterprise which is run as a single entity.  

3. Shoot Managers should complete the relevant form in full and 
submit it to CMi Certification together with the appropriate fee. 
The owner of the shoot or a duly authorised employee must sign 
the form(s). 

4. By signing and returning an application form the shoot agrees to 
be bound by the Scheme standards and operating protocols.  The 
scheme owners reserve the right to alter the standards and 
operating protocols for schemes where, at their absolute 
discretion, they consider it necessary to do so and changes will 
be notified.   
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Membership 

5. New Applicants - Applications will be received at any time of the 
year and assessments will be carried out against the standards in 
force at that time. Fees payable will be notified. 

Renewal for Existing members – Renewal of Certification will be 
conditional upon the receipt of the appropriate fee on the 
anniversary of application, and a signed declaration that the shoot 
will continue to follow the Standards and operating protocols. 
Renewals will be inspected during the year they are in 
membership.  

Independent Assessment 

6. Routine assessment will be carried out with a minimum of six 
months and a maximum of eighteen months between 
assessments.  

7. Once the application or renewal form has been accepted, 
arrangements will be made for an assessment visit. 

8. Assessment visits will normally be by appointment with the shoot 
manager.  However, CMi Certification reserves the right to make 
short notice or unannounced visits. 

9. All participants agree to give employees and agents of CMi 
Certification access to their business and relevant sites to carry 
out the assessment visits required.  Failure to do so will result in 
the suspension of membership.  Reasonable notice will be given 
of any routine on shoot assessment visit. 

10. Once the assessment visit has been completed, CMi Certification 
will either make a decision to accept the applicant/participant or 
issue the applicant with a ‘notice to remedy’ for non- 
conformances. 

On receipt of the assessment report from an assessor, the 
participant’s report is categorised from 1 to 3 as shown below. 

Category 1, Full Member. Full status is awarded, the member 
status updated to show “Full Member” and certificate/sticker 
production is initiated. Full members will have the option to be 
included on the shoot standards website. 

Category 2, Conditional Member Conditional status is awarded 
and upgrading to Full status is dependent upon the shoot carrying 
out the required improvements and supplying documentary 
evidence to the satisfaction of CMi Certification. The member 
status is updated to show “Conditional Member” and 
certificate/sticker production is initiated. 
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Category 3, Suspended Member Suspended status is awarded 
and upgrading to Full status is dependant upon the producer 
carrying out the required improvements and undergoing a re-
assessment. The member status is updated to show “Suspended 
Member”. Certificate/sticker production is not initiated. The shoot 
is removed from the shoot assurance website. 

Where a Notice to Remedy is issued, certification will be 
dependant upon the shoot carrying out the required 
improvements to the satisfaction of CMi Certification. 

11. Participants should note that recurrent minor non-compliances will 
be recorded.  These may in future be considered as critical failure 
points. 

12. The shoot manager should inform CMi Certification once any non-
conformance(s) has been remedied.  CMi Certification may then 
arrange for a second assessment where applicable. The costs 
associated with these procedures, including any additional shoot 
visits will be borne by the shoot, but will be kept as low as 
reasonably possible. 

13. Assessors may refuse to carry out an assessment in the 
presence of a third party who they believe will, intentionally or 
otherwise, influence its outcome in an inappropriate manner. 

14. Certificates will be issued when the shoot meets the certification 
requirements. Certificates are not transferable and remain the 
property of CMi Certification. Once a Certificate has been issued, 
a shoot manager may promote his shoot as assured.  

Suspension/Termination of Membership 

15. If a shoot fails a surveillance assessment, membership will be 
suspended.  The suspension will remain in force either until the 
shoot is accepted back into full membership or until the end of the 
Scheme Year when membership will lapse. 

16. CMi Certification reserves the right to refuse/terminate 
membership when it considers that it is necessary to do so to 
prevent the Scheme from being brought into disrepute. 

Appeals 

17. In the event that a shoot manager feels he/she has been 
incorrectly assessed during an assessment visit, he/she has the 
option to ask, within 14 days, for a re-assessment by another 
assessor appointed by CMi Certification. If the shoot manager’s 
complaint is upheld, there will be no cost for this and any 
suspension of membership that may have been imposed will 
immediately be lifted.   
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If the findings of the original assessment are corroborated, or if it 
is clear that the shoot has taken action in the interim that will 
materially affect the outcome of the re-assessment, the cost of 
the visit will be borne by the shoot.  Any re-assessment visits that 
are requested will be undertaken as soon as possible by CMi 
Certification. 

18. If a shoot manager still feels that he/she has been incorrectly 
assessed following the procedure outlined in Section 17, he/she 
will have the option of having an appeal heard by a panel 
convened for this purpose by CMi Certification.  This panel will 
consist of at least three persons and will normally include one 
person involved in shoot management, one person involved at 
another stage in the game sector and one person not directly 
involved in the areas covered by the Scheme.  A shoot manager 
may either put his/her own appeal to the panel or nominate 
someone to do so on his/her behalf.  In the latter case he/she will 
still be expected to attend the panel session.  Both sides will 
endeavour to keep costs to a minimum.  In the event that an 
appeal to the panel is upheld, all costs reasonably incurred by the 
appellant will be met by CMi Certification.  If an appeal is turned 
down, the cost outlined in Section 17 and those costs reasonably 
incurred through the operation of the panel will be borne by the 
shoot manager. 

Use of Trade Mark and/or Logo 

19. Shoots certified to the standards shall be permitted to indicate 
that they hold a certificate and, for that purpose only, shall be 
permitted to use on stationery, publicity materials, exhibition 
stands and signage, the Trade Mark and/or the Logo in 
accordance with any directions given from time to time by the 
Company with regard to the use of the Trade Mark and/or the 
Logo.  Certified participants agree to observe all such directions. 

20. The above consent, in so far as it applies to use of the Trade 
Mark, is limited to using the entire designation “Assured Shoot” 
and, in so far as it applies to using the Logo, is limited to using the 
Logo in an identical form to that used by the Game Shoot 
Standards.  The consent is personal to the certified shoot or 
person and may not be transferred or licensed to any other shoot 
or person. 
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21. Certified participants shall not use (or authorise or license others 
to use) the Trade Mark and/or the Logo in any way outside the 
scope of the above consent and they shall not use or authorise or 
license others to use any name, mark, sign or device confusingly 
similar to the Trade Mark and/or the Logo nor file or cause to be 
filed any trade mark or company name registration applications 
containing or confusingly similar to the Trade Mark and/or the 
Logo.  The certified participant will not oppose or cause any 
opposition to be filed to any trade mark applications filed by 
Game Shoot Standards register the Trade Mark and/or the Logo 
anywhere in the world nor otherwise cause any question to be 
raised concerning the company’s ownership of the Trade Mark 
and the Logo. 

22. Game Shoot Standards reserves the right to withdraw from any 
certified participant the permission granted hereunder, after giving 
one month’s notice or upon immediate notice if the certified 
participant fails to observe the directions of the Company with 
regard to the use of the Trade Mark or the Logo or if certification 
is suspended or terminated for whatever reason.    

Confidentiality 

23. For the purposes of paragraphs 23, 24, 25 and 26 all references 
to agents of Game Shoot Standards refer only to those persons 
appointed, employed or contracted by Game Shoot Standards to 
provide computing and/or database services or in connection with 
such services as are required to maintain the database referred to 
in paragraph 23. 

Details of registered participants are held on a database.  Where 
an enquirer is able to quote the name and address or name and 
registration number of a certified participant Game Shoot 
Standards or its agents will confirm the member©s status as 
follows: ©Full Member©, ‘Conditional Member’, ©Suspended 
Member©, or ©Non-Member©.  The date of the last assessment visit 
may also be given. Subject to paragraph 23 no other specific 
information will be given without the permission of the certified 
participant.  

24. Game Shoot Standards and its agents reserve the right also to 
release information from its database about the certification status 
of a member to a person or body (for example such as The Food 
Standards Agency) with a legitimate interest in knowing that 
information if proof of certification might be in the member©s 
interest. The member accepts that information about his lack of 
certification status may be revealed under the provisions of this 
paragraph. 
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25. Game Shoot Standards may produce and publish statistical 
reports drawing upon aggregated Scheme data so that individual 
data cannot be traced back to individual applicants or members. 

26. Membership data may be retained on the above mentioned 
databases and will be treated as specified above for a reasonable 
time after a person has ceased to be a member of the scheme. 

Disclaimer 

27. Under no circumstances will Game Shoot Standards or its 
employees or agents (e.g. CMi Certification) be liable for any 
losses, damage, charges, costs or expenses of whatever nature 
(including consequential loss) which any shoot may suffer or incur 
by reason of or arising directly or indirectly out of the 
administration by Game Shoot Standards or its employees or 
agents or the performance of their respective obligations in 
connection with the standards save to the extent that such, loss, 
damage, charges, costs and, or, expenses arise as a result of the 
finally and judicially determined gross negligence or wilful default 
of such person. 

28. If any competent authority considers that any of the operating 
protocols are unreasonable, then the operating protocols shall be 
taken to be varied in such a way as shall make them reasonable 
but no other part of the operating protocols shall be affected. 

29. These operating protocols represent the entire understanding 
between the shoots and Game Shoot Standards and each shoot 
acknowledges that they have not relied upon any other statement 
(written or oral) in applying to be certified to the standards. 

 



21 

Chapter 3. Advice on the Shoot Management Plan  
 

Every assured shoot needs a management plan. In its most basic form 
it could simply answer the question; “How many can we shoot from what 
nature provides, without damaging the stock?”  

For shoots which rear and release large numbers of birds, it will take on 
many wider issues, including carrying capacity, risk of damage to 
habitat or farm crops, frequency of shooting, size of bags, predation 
control policy, and habitat improvement measures.  

The minimum standard is the completion of the tick box management 
plan (below), which may be adapted for use to take into account the 
following advice. In all cases, the management plan will have two 
elements: 

1. It should put in place a record of the measures taken by the shoot 
to deliver the provisions of the Code of Good Shooting Practice.     

2. It should also record the key features of the shoot on a suitable 
map. This map will be required for the use of the assessor on his visit, 
but the map will remain a private document and confidential to the 
shoot. 

By its very nature, each shoot is different, so it is inevitable that its 
particular management plan will be different too. Professional advice 
may be needed to help you to formulate the best plan for your particular 
area. 

What follows is simply a checklist of questions and suggestions that are 
designed to help you with the management plan if one is not already in 
place, and which indicate the kind of questions that may be asked by 
the Assessor on his visit. The list is designed to cover all types of game 
shoots. Therefore, large sections may not be appropriate to your 
individual circumstances and may be ignored.  

It cannot be stressed highly enough that the management plan remains 
a private document, which should be kept by the shoot and made 
available for inspection but the contents of which remain entirely 
confidential. 
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Section 1  About your shoot 

This section puts your shoot in context, and helps the assessor to 
understand the basics of its operation. 

1. Total Area (acres or hectares). Map showing boundaries and 
features. 

2.   Acreage of each habitat type (Woodland, moorland, wetland, 
arable farmland, grassland, and cover crop). 

3.   Any conservation designations such as Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI), Special Protection Area (SPA), Local Nature 
Reserve. What is the particular habitat or species which gives this 
its designation?) 

4.   Which quarry species are present on your shoot?  

5.   Do you release game? If so which species and how many? Are 
release sites on the shoot map?  

 

Section 2  Public relations 

A good part of the Code of Good Shooting Practice is based on sound 
common sense in relations with the wider public. The assessor will want 
to understand how you have addressed the key issues such as noise 
from shooting, birds escaping onto roads and being injured, damage to 
neighbours’ gardens or farmland, and managing public access to rights 
of way, open access land and the impact of your shoot on the 
environment. The policies that you have introduced to manage these 
issues will help promote good public relations and minimise any 
conflicts are very important. Your plan should answer the questions 
raised in the shoot assurance reporting form, as follows: 

1. Can I demonstrate that shot game goes into the food chain? 

2. What have I done to take account of The Game Conservancy 
Trust’s advice on stocking rates (see 4 below), and my neighbour’s 
reasonable and legitimate concerns over my shoot management? 

3. Can I justify the bag and number of shooting days if questioned? 

4. How have I taken into account existing cropping and landscape 
when planning game cover? 

5. What do I do on shoot days to avoid impeding legitimate users of 
rights of way or access land on my shoot? 

6. How can I demonstrate my pest control benefits wider conservation 
as well as complying with Codes of Practice? 

7. Have I taken steps to minimise the visual impact of release pens, 
particularly for partridges? (For example, by using easily 
removable pens rather than permanent ones)
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Section 3 Management of Wild Game 

This section covers the species, which occur naturally on your shoot, 
and how you go about your obligations under the code to manage these 
sustainably. 

1. Do you have a no shooting policy for any species? If so, why? 
Does the no shooting policy work in practice?  

2. What measures are in place to conserve fully wild species that are 
shot on your ground? 

 

Section 4  Management of Released Game 

This section covers your releasing policy, any issues of damage caused 
by released birds, and how you set about preventing or reducing this. 
Site by site assessment is required, and the individual character of the 
land is very important. Careful location of pens will minimise the risk of 
conflicts with other conservation interests. If in any doubt, take advice 
from The Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust. 

As a rule of thumb, pheasant pens should not be stocked at a greater 
density than 1000 birds per hectare of pen (700 per ha in ancient semi-
natural woods). This should keep both nutrient enrichment, and 
changes to flora to a minimum. Also, release pens should not occupy 
more than a third of the woodland on the shoot. The reason for this is 
that the majority of the woodland area stands to benefit from good 
management which more than outweighs any detrimental effects within 
the pens. 

In calculating how many pheasants can be released on a particular 
shoot, you should avoid adding the central parts of very large woods to 
the available woodland area, as pheasants rarely use these. At the 
other end of the scale, in areas that are short of woodland, it would not 
be unreasonable to add wide hedges, patches of scrub, and similar 
small areas of woody cover into the total area of available habitat.  

1. Are your release pens sited in suitable habitat? 

2. Are you releasing in or near any particularly sensitive habitats, 
such as ancient semi-natural woodland, and if so could an 
alternative site be chosen? 

3. Is there any sign of significant habitat damage at release sites 
(such as soil erosion)? If so is this being addressed, and how? 

4. Is there any sign of more widespread game damage (e.g. to 
agricultural crops, local gardens, ant hills etc)? 
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5. What habitat improvements have been carried out to enhance 
conditions for game and wildlife (e.g. thinning, coppicing, 
skylighting and ride widening in woodland, planting cover crops, 
improvements to field margins etc)? 

6. Is there a suitable feeding policy to provide for the birds? Do you 
continue to feed after the shooting season, and if so for how long? 

Section 5   Pest and Predator Control 

Control of predation is a key aspect of good game management, but 
remains one of the most unpopular aspects with the public. This section 
covers your obligation under the Code to carry out your control in a legal 
and sustainable way.  

1. Which predator species are important to you, and which do you 
control? 

2. What control methods do you use? 

3. Have you ever tried any non-lethal methods (e.g. deterring 
protected species from release areas)? 

4. Do you keep records of pest and predator control? 

5. What happens if you accidentally catch/injure/kill a protected 
species? Is there a reporting/recording procedure in place? 

6. Does the shoot have difficulty with controlling agricultural pests 
such as rabbits and rats? What procedures are in place to deal 
with this?  

Section 6   The shoot map 
The shoot map should be referenced to OS at a suitable scale and 
should include the following features where applicable: 

·  The area of land available for shooting over and any ‘no shooting’ 
areas clearly marked. 

·  Boundaries with neighbouring properties. 
·  All rights of way and other public access land should be clearly 

marked 
·  Watercourses, power/ telephone cables, conservation 

designations such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). 
·  Location of rearing and release pens. 
·  General location of drives and where applicable position of butts 

or pegs 
·  Location of chemical and medicine storage. 
·  Location of telephones and first aid equipment 
·  Designated rendezvous points 
·  Emergency access points 
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(Note: your shoot management plan is confidential, but should be made 
available for discussion with the assessor during his visit.) 

PROFORMA (TICK BOX) SHOOT MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Prepared by 
 
 
Shoot name 
 

PHYSICAL NATURE OF SHOOT 
ACREAGE (GROSS)  Acres or Ha 

Farmed arable /pasture acreage   
Woodland acreage   
Moorland acreage   
Other conservation acreage   

 
NO. RELEASE PENS  Number 
Area of release pens (acreage)  Acres or Ha 
  

 

SHOOT POLICY 
(Tick and provide numbers as appropriate) 
GAME NUMBERS RELEASED Tick Number 

Pheasants   
Redleg partridges   
Duck    
Others   

OVERALL RELEASE DENSITY  
(BIRDS / ACRE) 

 

  
 

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 
(Tick if the shoot involves any of the following provisions) 
FARMLAND PROVISIONS TICK IF PRESENT 

Wide hedgerows  
Uncultivated field margins  
Beetle banks  
Wild bird cover  
Heather management  

WOODLAND PROVISIONS  
Coppicing  
Thinning  
Wide rides  
Underplanting  
Natural regeneration   
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OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL PROVISIONS 
ON THE SHOOT 

TICK IF PRESENT 

Stewardship (ELS)  
Stewardship (HLS)  
Stewardship (Organic)  
SSSI/SPA/local nature reserve 
management agreement 

 

Wetland management  
Other  

SPECIES MANAGEMENT: CONSERVING 
WILD BIRDS 

 

No shooting policy (eg grey partridge)  
Fox control   
Rat and grey squirrel control  
Corvid control  
Other   

 

REARING POLICY  
Reared on shoot  
Bought in as poults  
Wild game only  
 
SPECIES PRESENT ON SHOOT  

Pheasant  Goldeneye  
Grey partridge  Canada goose  
Redleg partridge  Pinkfoot  
Red grouse  Greylag   
Black grouse  Whitefront   
Ptarmigan  Snipe  
Mallard  Woodcock  
Gadwall  Golden plover  
Shoveler  Wood pigeon  
Pintail  Collared dove  
Teal  Rabbit  
Wigeon  Brown hare  
Tufted duck  Blue hare  
Pochard  Other   
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RELEASE POLICY 
PLANNED DATE OF RELEASE  

Partridge  Date 
Pheasant  Date 
Other  Date 

  
GAME MEAT HYGIENE POLICY 
Safe feed provision  
Withdrawal of medicines  
Inspection of shot game on shoot day  
Transport of shot game to larder  
Game larder / refrigeration  
Game processing  
Sale to game dealer %        % 
Direct sale %         % 
Sale or gift to shoot participants %        % 
  

 
PUBLIC RELATIONS POLICY 
Avoiding birds on roads  
Avoiding damage to neighbouring property  
Avoiding impeding rights of way or access users  
Distributing shot game to neighbours  
Engaging with the local community  
Other   

 
HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY 
Risk assessment undertaken  
Written Health and Safety policy  
Written Emergency Action Plan  
Shoot vehicle plan  
Other   

 
SHOOT MAP TO BE ANNEXED 
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Chapter 4. Advice on compliance with EU Meat 
Hygiene Regulations 

 
The New Legal Framework 
 
Underpinning all food law is the basic duty to ensure any food you 
supply is safe. 
 
The regulations are directly applicable throughout the UK and the three 
of greatest relevance are: 
 

·  Regulation (EC) No.178/2002 laying down the general principles 
and requirements of food law which also covers areas such as 
the traceability of food (known as the ‘General Food Law 
Regulation’) 

·  Regulation (EC) No. 852/2004 on the hygiene of foodstuffs (also 
known as ‘H1’) 

·  Regulation (EC) No.853/2004 laying down specific rules for food 
of animal origin, including game (also known as ‘H2’) 

 
All three new laws are now in place, and the Food Standards Agency 
with the assistance of stakeholders is preparing specialist guidance on 
their application to shoots. This will shortly be published as the “Wild 
Game Guide” and will be available from the FSA and Sporting 
Organisations. 
 

·  Game Act rules have been removed in England and Wales but 
still apply in Scotland. Any individual in Scotland wishing to sell 
game must only do so to someone who holds a Game Dealer’s 
License, or hold a Game Dealers License themselves. 

 
The following sections set out the responsibilities of people shooting 
game for human consumption.  
 
1. Private Domestic Consumption 
 
The new laws on food safety do not apply to private domestic 
consumption in the shooter’s own home.   
 
2. Giving Game Away 
 
Guns may give game away locally and in small quantities in fur and 
feather. Oven ready preparation of the game meat by the recipient may 
then be carried out under private domestic arrangements.  
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3. Shoots as ‘Food Businesses’ 
 
Many aspects of the new legislation apply to ‘food businesses’ and the 
people operating them but the definitions of these terms are broad: we 
set out below a number of definitions and advice on the key legal 
provisions that apply. 
 

·  ‘Food business’ means “any undertaking, whether for profit or not, 
or whether public or private, carrying out any of the activities 
related to any stage of production, processing and distribution of 
food.” 

 
·  ‘An undertaking’ implies “a certain continuity of activities and a 

certain degree of organisation”. So, for example, it is expected 
that the courts would rule that any organized shoot or individual 
who regularly stalks deer and produces game that is eaten, 
whether it is sold or not, would be operating a ‘food business’. 

 
·  ‘Any stage of production’ includes the actual shooting and all 

subsequent game handling activities such as collecting and 
storing shot game. 

 
·  ‘Supply’ includes giving away or bartering – it does not just mean 

‘sale’ 
 
The new legal requirements applying to every ‘food business’ are likely 
to affect shooters as follows: 
 
a. Registration of Game Larders 
 
Shoots must register with their local authority any premises in which 
they keep shot wild game prior to its going into the human food chain. 
The local authority has the right to inspect all such premises as to their 
food safety implications, with or without advance notification of an 
inspection being given. This is separate from and different to registration 
as a “food business” (see f below). 
NB: The Food Standards Agency interprets ‘premises’ and ‘keep’ to 
include any game larder.  
The hygiene requirements specified for such registered premises are 
fairly basic (for example, they must be fly proof, vermin proof, and easily 
cleaned). Details should be available from your local authority 
Environmental Health Department when you enquire about registration. 
 



30 

b. Chillers 
 
Although there is no specific legal requirement for a game larder to have 
an active chilling device fitted, the regulations say chilling must begin 
within a reasonable amount of time after killing and be on a progressive 
basis to fulfill the cold chain requirements.  
 
Small game (meaning gamebirds, wildfowl, rabbits, hares, etc.) must 
achieve a temperature of 4 degrees centigrade or below, and large wild 
game (meaning deer wild boar and goats) of 7 degrees centigrade or 
below, “as soon as possible after killing.”  
 
Assured shoots that sell game and do not have a chiller should be 
prepared to justify their decision to the shoot assurance assessor. 
Chilled birds are more marketable, and are better on food hygiene 
grounds. 
 
c. Record Keeping 
 
Shoots which are “food businesses” must keep simple records (EC 
178/2002) (which may be inspected by the relevant food safety 
authorities) of where their game has come from and where it goes to 
cover all game including deer, wild boar and goats as follows:  
 
Large Game: A numbered declaration must be attached by the trained 
person to each body stating that, following an examination, the animal 
has been found to be free of any abnormal characteristics, abnormal 
behaviour or environmental contamination. It is recommended that all 
Food Business Operators (FBOs) record all the trained person large 
wild game documentations and keep them for at least two years. 
 
Small Game: No declaration is required but any abnormal 
characteristics, abnormal behaviour or environmental contamination 
should be attached as a label to the trays or cartons in which the small 
wild game is sent to the AGHE.  
 
d. Notification of Unfit Food 
 
Food business operators are obliged to notify the Food Standards 
Agency and the local authority if they believe food that has left their 
control is in some way unsafe to eat. Such food must be withdrawn from 
the market. 
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e. Exemption from registration as a Food Business Operator for 
Small Quantities Supplied Locally 
 
Shoots (or stalkers) who only wish to supply: “small quantities” of 
“primary products” (in fur and feather) direct to the final consumer or to 
retailers who themselves sell locally direct to the final consumer are not 
required to register as Food Business Operators (covered in section f). 
In this case the general laws detailed above apply. The following 
definitions are relevant: 
 
Small Quantities: These are regarded as self-defining and there are no 
specified maximum quantities. This is because demand for in-fur/in-
feather carcasses from final consumers and local retailers is limited. 
 
Local: This is within the supplying establishment’s own county plus the 
greater of either the neighbouring county or counties or 50km/30miles 
from the boundary of the supplying establishment’s county. 
 
Direct Supply: To the final consumer is not restricted by what is local. 
An individual or estate can supply final consumers who order from them 
via the internet/mail order as well as those who collect themselves. 
 
g. Trained Person Hunter Training. 
 
Regulations 852 and 853/2004 require that all shot game must be 
inspected by a trained person if it is supplied to others. Either of the 
training options below meet the requirements: 
 

·  Industry-based training and assessment 
If you are an experienced gamekeeper and/or a member of the 
National Gamekeepers Organisation (NGO) with experience then 
you can attend one of the courses being run by the NGO.  These 
courses will introduce you to the requirements of Regulations 
853/2004 and will provide you with practical solutions to help 
meet the needs of the new legislation.  At the end of the training 
you will undergo an end-of-course assessment and, providing you 
achieve the required mark, you will be issued with an NGO 
certificate to prove your competence. 
 
If you are based in Scotland you should contact the Scottish 
Gamekeepers Association. 
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·  Vocationally Related Qualification (VRQ) Wild Game Meat 
Hygiene training and assessment 
This newly developed nationally recognised qualification has 
been developed by Lantra to support the needs of the new 
legislation.  It is currently being offered via a number of different 
training organisations around the UK including BASC and many 
land-based training providers and agricultural colleges.  It 
provides all the knowledge required to meet the regulation. 

 
h. Processing Small Quantities for Supply Locally 
 
If a shoot or a stalker wishes to go beyond supply in fur and feather and 
add value by plucking, drawing, or other further processing, and to 
supply “small quantities” (as defined above) of wild game meat to the 
final consumer or to local retailers directly supplying the final consumer, 
then it/he must be “registered” with the local authority as a food 
business operator.  
 

·  Birds: For the purposes of this advice, ‘processing’ includes 
plucking and gutting of gamebirds and any further cutting or 
preparation of them. 

 
·  Animals: Notwithstanding that a skinned or dressed game animal 

is described as “Unprocessed Product” the operation requires 
registration as a food business. Only “Primary Product”– the 
product of hunting with the minimal amount of evisceration 
(gutting rabbits, gralloching deer, or the removal of the head, 
lower limbs and red offal from deer carcasses) is exempt from the 
requirement to register. 

 
Registration requires operators to meet a good standard of hygienic 
storage, processing and transport facilities – which will be liable to 
inspection by the local authority. Registered premises preparing game 
meat must also have a food safety (HACCP) plan in place.  
 
HACCP stands for ‘Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point’. It is an 
internationally recognised system of food safety management. It 
focuses on identifying the ‘critical points’ in a process where food safety 
problems (or ‘hazards’) could arise and putting steps in place to prevent 
things going wrong. This is sometimes referred to as ‘controlling 
hazards’. Keeping records is also an important part of HACCP systems. 
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4. Processing Large Quantities of Game 
 
Anyone wishing to process and supply larger quantities of wild game 
meat than those envisaged above (set out at 3(h)), and/or to supply 
wholesale or indirect markets, comes under national rather than local 
authority control.  
 
Their premises will need to be inspected and “approved” as a “game 
handling establishment” by representatives of the Food Standards 
Agency. Thereafter, official vets working for the Meat Hygiene Service 
will have to inspect all the meat such plants produce.  
 
Further advice on the question of food hygiene should be sought from 
the local authority in the area of the shoot. Guidance may be available 
direct from the Food Standards Agency. Shoots must comply with all 
relevant guidance. 
 
The flow chart below offers a step by step process to help assess which 
regulations apply to your shoot. 
 
The acronyms used in the chart are as follows: 
 
FBO: Food Business Operator 
 
AGHE: Approved Game Handling Establishment, registered with FSA  
 
FSA: Food Standards Agency, the national government agency. 
 
HACCP: Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point 
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Flow Chart 
 
1. Do you shoot wild game for your 

own private consumption or very 
occasionally supply it in feather 
and fur for private consumption? 

Yes 
 

You are not a food business operator, so the regulations do not apply. 
For more information see private domestic consumption 

No                 
 

 

2. Do you shoot or arrange shoots 
and is your onward supply 
limited to small quantities of 
game in fur or in feather going 
directly to the final consumer or 
to local retailers?   

Yes 
 
 

You need not register as a food business but are responsible for supplying 
safe food under general food law.  Rules on food traceability may be 
interpreted by your Local Authority as a need for your premises and/or 
vehicles to be registered so that action can be quickly taken in the event of a 
food incident.  
 

No 
 

  

3. Do you shoot alone or arrange 
shoots with/for others to supply 
game in fur or in feather to an 
AGHE? 

 

Yes 
 

You need to be registered with your Local Authority as a food business and 
to comply with general hygiene requirements for primary production and 
associated operations (this includes any vehicles you use when you are 
supplying an AGHE and your game larder if you use it to store game before 
it goes to the AGHE). Any carcases taken to/picked up by an AGHE must 
have undergone a trained person initial examination with (for large wild 
game) a numbered declaration attached. 
For more information see following box:. 
 

No 
 
See next page 
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4. Do you operate a transport 

business collecting game in fur 
or feather from shoots for 
delivery to (or pick-up by) an 
AGHE - with or without your 
own game storage facility? 

Yes 
 

You need to be registered with your Local Authority as a food business and 
you must comply with general hygiene provisions for primary production and 
associated operations (covering vehicles, game larders and collection 
centres). The AGHE needs to receive the ‘trained person’ documentation 
completed at the shoot to present for official inspection, so you must make 
sure it is with the carcases when you receive them and you pass the 
documents to the AGHE when you deliver or when game is collected. 
 

No 
 

  

5  Do you: either shoot game 
which you prepare into game meat 
yourself and which you then supply 
in small quantities direct to final 
consumers or to local retailers; or 
prepare game meat for sale from 
your own retail outlet? 

Yes 
 
 

You need to be registered with your Local Authority as a food business and 
even though you are not required to become an AGHE, as a supplier of 
prepared wild game meat (even if supply is in small quantities) you must 
comply with general hygiene requirements and have in place a food safety 
management procedure based on HACCP principles.  

No  
 

  

6.  Is your main business 
preparing game meat (from 
bought-in carcases) which you 
then sell onward to wholesale and 
retail customers?  

Yes 
 
 

You are a food business but instead of registering with your Local Authority 
you must contact the Food Standards Agency about obtaining approval as 
an AGHE and be subject to official veterinary controls, comply with general 
hygiene requirements, have in place a food safety management procedure 
based on HACCP principles and only accept game that has been examined 
by a trained person. 
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Chapter 5. Advice on writing a Health and Safety Risk 
Assessment 

 
Shooting activities could, if undisciplined, affect the safety not only of 
participants, but also that of spectators, volunteers and members of the public.  
The consequences of not having a written Health and Safety policy could lead 
to criminal prosecution and civil proceedings.  
 
Risk assessments have become a legal requirement for work activities since 
the introduction of legislation in 1992.  However, the concept is nothing new – 
we have been informally applying them for years, which has resulted in safer 
working environments.  Legislation now requires us to specifically conduct 
assessments and record any significant findings.  The mechanism for 
achieving and demonstrating control is a Risk Assessment. 
 
Risks have to be evaluated and controlled, with those of a potentially greater 
magnitude taking priority in terms of the time, effort and expense necessary to 
control them. We need to show that we have evaluated the risks arising from 
our activities and are working to control these elements on a priority basis – 
the minor risks may not even warrant specific action in order to reduce them.  
 
The law requires us to document ‘the significant findings’ of our assessments 
and what is being done to reduce them.  Once these actions have been 
administered, they are then documented as being controlled.  The next step in 
the risk assessment process is to identify who could possibly be harmed and 
in what way.  This entails the evaluation of the risk posed by those hazards 
that cannot be dealt with immediately or soon afterwards.   
 
Risk assessment is nothing to be frightened of. A common sense, simple 
approach works best. The process doesn’t need to be bureaucratic or time 
consuming, but it is necessary to demonstrate that you have paid adequate 
attention to safety. A sample form for the documentation of assessments is set 
out below. Remember to review your assessments if any significant changes 
to your shoot occur. It is good practice to review them every year or so, in any 
case. 
 
If the shoot has not undertaken a risk assessment before, training and 
guidance is available. BASC has published a useful guide to Risk 
Assessment, which may be downloaded from their website. The Health and 
Safety Executive (HSE) publish “5 Steps to Risk Assessment” available from 
their website (http://www.hse-databases.co.uk/pubns/raindex.htm), or by 
telephoning 01787 881165  
 
Assured shoots also require a written Health and Safety policy. A 
proforma is available at www.hse.gov.uk/business/policy-statement.pdf 
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SAMPLE 

General Risk Assessment Form 

 
Date  Assessed 

by 
 Activity  

Locatio
n: 

 
 

Ref No  

Description of Activity 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What are the hazards? 

  
 
 
 

 
Who might be affected?  (Employees, the public, contractors, etc) 

 
 
 

 
What controls are in place and are they effective? 

 
 

 
Likelihood? (L, M, H) Severity? (L, M, H) Risk Rating? (L, M, H) 

   
What more needs to be done? 

 
 

 
 

By Whom Date Required Completed 
   

New Risk Rating Review Date Signed 
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Chapter 6. Advice on drafting an Emergency Action                        
Plan  

 
In addition to a Risk Assessment, an Emergency Action Plan (EAP) must be 
drawn up to help minimise the time taken for the emergency services to reach 
an incident. 

 
As a minimum the EAP should include: 
 

·  The names of nominated personnel to implement and co-ordinate the 
procedures set out in the EAP 

 
·  Location of first aid facilities 

 
·  Contact numbers for shoot telephones and any radio call signs 

 
·  Details of shoot organiser(s) with emergency contact numbers  

 
·  Shoot location 

 
·  Grid references / postcodes of key dwellings /GPS references 

 
·  Designated rendezvous points 

  
·  Access and egress points for emergency vehicles 

 
·  Suitable helicopter landing sites 

 
·  Name and contact number of nearest doctor 

 
·  Name, contact number and location of nearest Accident and Emergency 

Hospital 
 

·  Name, contact number and location of nearest vet 
 

·  Emergency contact number for overhead electricity and telephone cable 
companies  
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Chapter 7:   Advice on using farm trailers for shoot 
transport  

 
Transport should be weatherproof, well constructed and fully serviceable on a 
shoot day. Though the provision of a dedicated vehicle is not always possible, 
temporary transport must always be safe, secure and in a roadworthy 
condition. Each shoot will have a different set of circumstances, however, if 
transport is provided, in particular trailers towed behind vehicles, then listed 
below are six points which must be considered: 
 
·  Anyone riding as a passenger on any form of agricultural equipment should 

only do so in a properly constructed and secured seat.  This does not 
necessarily rule out the use of straw bales but they must be secured. 

 
·  Where trailers are used the towing vehicle must be in good roadworthy 

condition, in particular steering, braking systems and tyres; secured, and 
coupled to the trailer in accordance with the Agriculture (Field Machinery) 
Regulations 1962. 

 
·  Trailers must also be in good condition, i.e., properly maintained tyres and 

braking which includes both parking and service brakes.  The trailer floor 
must be in sound condition. 

 
·  Seating on trailers in addition to being securely fixed to the trailer bed must 

also be fitted with a backrest unless situated down the centre of the trailer.  
This should extend at least 400mm above the seat level.  The front edge of 
the trailer must be fitted with a guardrail between 920mm and 1050mm 
above floor level.  An intermediate rail and toe board is advisable.  All other 
edges of the trailer must be fitted with a guardrail of similar specification 
(except where access is necessary). 

 
·  A safe means of access must be provided.  This means a portable ladder, 

suitable for the purpose, securely held when access is required and carried 
in the trailer with the passengers.  If fixed steps are used, the first step 
should not be more than 550mm from the ground.  A secure handhold 
should be available to a height of 1050mm above the trailer floor.  Where 
passengers are carried after dark, there must be a lighting system, which 
adequately illuminates the access, and the area of the trailer used by 
passengers, there must also be red taillights. 

 
·  A safe system of operation must be in place, the features of which should 

include: 
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- A responsible person travelling on each trailer to assist 

passengers (not the driver). They must be able to contact the 
driver easily and the driver should be instructed not to move 
unless instructed by this person. 

 
- All passengers must remain seated whilst the vehicle is in motion. 

 
For further advice and guidance contact the Agricultural Inspectorate at your 
local Heath & Safety Executive. If guns or beaters are to be carried on a public 
highway then it is advisable to contact the local police for affirmation that the 
safety measures that have been adopted satisfy their requirements.  
 
Further information 
 
HSE priced and free publications are available by mail order from HSE Books, 
PO Box 1999, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 2WA Tel: 01787 881165 Fax: 01787 
313995 
Website: www.hsebooks.co.uk (HSE priced publications are also available 
from bookshops and free leaflets can be downloaded from HSE’s website: 
www.hse.gov.uk.) 



 41 

Chapter 8. Advice on pre-shoot written notification and 
sale of days. 
 

Guidelines for a shooting contract 
 

The shoot at …… places the emphasis on quality birds and the primary aim is 
to provide an enjoyable day shooting for our clients.   
 
This shoot is assured under the Game Shoot Standards Assurance 
Scheme and conduct of shooting adheres to the Code of Good Shooting 
Practice (“ the Code” ). Clients are expected to comply with this and 
copies of the Code are available on request.   
 
(Note: for new clients, shoots should supply copies of the Code when sending 
the contract for signature) 
 

THE XXX ESTATE 
 

CONFIRMATION OF SHOOTING LET 
 
Ref:  
 
  Client: Mr…………. 
      
Date: 2008   Address: 
     
Charge:   £x,xxx.xx  
VAT (on charge):   £x,xxx.xx  
     

……………… 
………………….. 
………………….. 
………………….. 

Grand Total:   £x,xxx.xx   
      
50% deposit (plus 
VAT) is due on: 

1 May 
2008 

 £x,xxx.xx   

     
Balance due on: 1 

Septem
ber 
2008 

 £x,xxx.xx   

     
 

TERMS OF LET 

We set out below the terms under which The XXX Estate will undertake to 
provide shooting for Mr ……………………... 
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1. Date and time 

The shoot will take place on …………………….2008.  Guns are asked to 
arrive at The Shoot Lodge at 9.00 am to ensure a prompt start at 9.30 am. 

2. Charges 

The charge for the shooting is outlined above and you will note the various 
payment dates. If the payments are not received on or before the said dates 
then the right is reserved to cancel the day booked, whilst holding you liable 
for full payment, unless or until the day is re-let. 

The charge outlined above includes the following: 

 The provision of all necessary shoot staff on the day. 

 The provision of suitable transport. 

Lunch and refreshments for up to 12 guests, additional guests can be 
accommodated for an extra charge. 

The charge outlined above does not include the following: 

 Cartridges. 

 Gratuities. 

 Loaders. 

 Weather cancellation insurance. 

3. Safety 

It is the Client’s responsibility that his guests and their firearms are fit to shoot.  

If any gun has had less than 8 days driven game shooting experience, The 
XXX Estate must be informed and it reserves the right for this gun to be 
accompanied by an experienced loader. The cost of the loader will be borne 
by the gun.  

All guns must be familiar with and comply at all times with the Code of Good 
Shooting Practice.  

Security of shotguns and ammunition is entirely the responsibility of the users. 
Shotguns must not be left unattended at any time. Guns will be kept in slips at 
all times when shooting is not talking place.  

All guns must take part in the safety briefing given by The XXX Estate and 
comply with all instructions given during the day. 

4. Anticipated bag 

The anticipated bag for the day will be xxx plus or minus 10%, but no warranty 
will be given in this respect. 

Should the bag exceed xxx by more than 10%, The XXX Estate will, at its 
discretion, impose a surcharge at the same rate as the anticipated bag above 
this higher figure.  
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Should the bag fall short of xxx by more than 10% and the guns have a “shots 
to kill” ratio which is lower than 4:1, then The XXX Estate will, at its discretion, 
offer a refund at the same rate as the anticipated bag.  

Each gun will receive a brace of birds at the end of the day.  Additional birds 
may be purchased from The XXX Estate at its discretion and at the current 
market price. 

5.         Number of guns 

The number of guns for the day is 8.  No refunds whatsoever will be payable 
should the party fall below this number. 

6. Organisation of the Day 

The XXX Estate will nominate a person to direct the day’s shooting who will 
accompany the party throughout the day.  The conduct and organisation of the 
day, including the number and order of the drives, shall remain entirely at the 
discretion of this nominee on behalf of The XXX Estate.  

Additionally, The XXX Estate or its nominee shall have the right to ask any 
gun to put away his shotgun or leave the shooting field if they are deemed to 
be shooting in a dangerous or unsportsmanlike manner.  In such 
circumstances, no refund will be payable. 

7. Cancellation notice 

By Client 

If the Client cancels the booking for the date specified above, or any of the 
Party is unable to shoot on this date, The XXX Estate shall be under no 
obligation to return the charge or any part of it.  

If The XXX Estate is able to resell the day, after having received notice of 
cancellation from the Client, or the Client’s inability to shoot on the said date, 
The XXX Estate will refund to the Client the total amount of rent attributable to 
the day that they are able to recover from reselling the day, less any costs 
incurred.  

By The XXX Estate 

The XXX Estate or its nominee shall retain the right to cancel the day’s 
shooting in the event of adverse weather conditions, third party disturbance or 
other matters outside its control.  It is sometimes possible to offer an 
alternative date during the same season.  However, no guarantee can be 
given in this regard and, as no refund will be payable in respect of any costs 
incurred by the Client or his party in connection with the day, the Client is 
strongly advised to take out Cancellation Insurance. The XXX Estate can 
supply the names of brokers who specialise in such insurance. 

The XXX Estate or its nominee shall also retain the right to cancel the day’s 
shooting in other circumstances than those referred to above.   
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In such cases, The XXX Estate will refund to the Client all monies received up 
to the date of cancellation and will, where possible, offer the Client an 
alternative day during the same season on the same terms. 

8. Avian Disease 

As you will be aware, there are uncertainties concerning the rearing and 
releasing of partridges and pheasants for the foreseeable future as a result of 
avian disease.  There is also a possibility that shooting might not take place as 
a result of government imposed restrictions.  

If The XXX Estate finds it necessary to cancel shooting at any time as a direct 
consequence of avian disease, then any monies previously paid by clients to 
The XXX Estate will be returned in full.  However, The XXX Estate will not 
take responsibility for any other loss incurred as a result of cancellation in 
these circumstances, irrespective of the timing of the cancellation. 

9. Liability Insurance 

The XXX Estate is not liable for any death or personal injury arising out of any 
accident that may occur in the course of the day’s shoot for any reason 
whatsoever.  It is essential, therefore, that all guns have a UK policy for 
personal and public liability insurance cover for at least £5,000,000 third party 
liability in the event of an accident.  The XXX Estate reserves the right to ask 
for sight of proof of such cover.  Current full membership of The Countryside 
Alliance or BASC provides the appropriate cover. 

10. Shotgun certificate 

All guns must be in possession of a valid shotgun certificate or visitor permit.  
The XXX Estate reserves the right to ask for sight of such document. 

11. Cartridges 

Under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 and the Environmental 
Protection (Restriction on use of Lead Shot) (England) Regulations 1999, the 
use of lead shot has been prohibited in the pursuit of ducks, geese, swans, 
coots, moorhens, golden plover and common snipe. 

It is the responsibility of the Client to ensure that his guests comply with these 
regulations as The XXX Estate will not be held responsible should any of the 
regulations be contravened. 

All guns shooting at The XXX Estate must use cartridges with fibre wads. 

12. Provision of beaters and pickers up / gun dogs 

The XXX Estate will provide beaters and pickers up.  If the Client or his guests 
wish to bring their own dogs, this should be discussed with the Shoot Captain 
prior to the day.  Dogs should be kept under close control at all times. 
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13.     Gratuities 

In accordance with custom, all guns will be expected to tip the Headkeeper 
according to the bag at the end of the day.  We would suggest a minimum 
amount of £40.00 per gun. 

 

These terms constitute the whole of the agreement between the parties 
(unless varied in writing).  Payment of all or any part of the fee referred to at 
Paragraph 2 shall constitute acceptance on behalf of the Client, whether or 
not the Client shall have signed the acceptance set out below. 

 

Signed ……………………………………….. Date …………………. 

For The XXX Estate  

 

I accept the terms set out in this document and enclose my cheque for the 
deposit. 

 

 

Signed …………………………………………Date ………………….. 
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9. Advice: Example of a pre-shoot briefing for Guns 
 
The briefing must inform Guns: 

·  That they must have regard for the safety of themselves and others at 
all times. 

·  Of the signalling arrangements for the start and finish of drives (and 
should also check that these are clearly understood). 

·  That they must have special regard, at all times, to the safety of other 
countryside users, especially horse riders, and the effects of noise and 
falling shot. 

·  Of the intended quarry species and the need to recognise legitimate 
quarry. 

·  Of any species which should be left (EG Grey Partridge, Black Grouse). 

·  To ensure that their vehicles do not obstruct rights of way or 
inconvenience other countryside users. 

·  Of rights of way, bridleways and livestock enterprises and buildings. 

·  That shooting should pause to allow passage of other countryside users 
on rights of way. 

·  To avoid birds or shot falling on neighbouring property or public places. 

·  That cartridges with degradable wads should be used wherever 
possible and that Guns or appointed persons are responsible for 
clearing cartridges and litter. 

·  Of relevant lead shot regulations and, if applicable, the need for non 
lead shot. 

·  Of the need to report any unnatural or unusual behaviour in quarry prior 
to killing. 

·  Of the need to mark and report any abnormalities on a carcass. 

·  Of the need to notify the person (Trained Hunter) designated to inspect 
the shot game of any abnormal behaviour they saw prior to killing and to 
keep those animals separate from others. 

·  That they will be expected to mark shot quarry and assist in its retrieval. 

·  Of the need to retrieve quarry as quickly as possible. 

·  That they know how and are suitably equipped to despatch wounded 
quarry. 

·  That, all freshly killed quarry must be handled in such a way as to avoid 
bruising and allows body heat to disperse as quickly as possible and 
should not be stored in heaps. 
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·  That shot quarry is food and should be treated as such. 

·  Of the intention to end shooting in order retrieve quarry in good time to 
enable birds to roost or jug. 

·  That shooting will be cancelled if adverse weather means birds cannot 
be presented, shot or retrieved safely and in a sporting manner. 

·  That respect for quarry is paramount. 
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10. Example of a pre-shoot briefing for Beaters, Stops and 
Pickers Up 

 
The pre-shoot briefing must inform beaters, stops and pickers up: 

·  That they must have regard for their own safety and that of others at all 
times. 

·  That pickers up should make sure guns know where they are at all 
times. 

·  The identity of supervising personnel. 

·  The areas over which shooting will take place, the intended number and 
order of drives and intended quarry species. 

·  Signalling arrangements for the start and finish of drives. 

·  Any equipment provided such as safety glasses, ear defenders, high 
visibility clothing or flags and the need to make use of it. 

·  Transport arrangements. 

·  Rights of way, ‘no go areas’, no shooting areas, livestock enterprises 
and buildings. 

·  That beating or shooting may stop to allow passage of other countryside 
users. 

·  That freshly killed quarry must be handled and transported in a way that 
avoids bruising and allows body heat to disperse quickly, and that birds 
must not be stored in heaps. 

·  Of the need to mark, keep separate and report any abnormalities found 
on a carcass and the person to whom this should be reported. 

·  Of the need to notify the person (Trained Hunter) designated to inspect 
the shot game of any abnormal behaviour they saw prior to killing and to 
keep those animals separate from others. 

·  That they know how and are suitably equipped to despatch wounded 
quarry. 

·  That shot quarry is food and should be treated as such. 
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Chapter 11. Further Advice and Contacts 
 
BASC 
Marford Mill 
Rossett 
Wrexham 
LL12 OHL 
 

Country Land & Business Association 
16 Belgrave Square 
London 
SW1X 8PQ 
 

Countryside Alliance 
Old Town Hall 
367 Kennington Road 
London 
SE11 4PT 
 

Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust 
Burgate Manor 
Fordingbridge 
SP5 1EF 
 

Game Dealers Association 
Pollards Farm,  
Clanville,  
Andover,  
Hampshire,  
SP11 9JE 
 

Game Farmers’ Association 
Colnbrook,  
Withington,  
Cheltenham,  
GL54 4BW 
 

National Gamekeepers© 
Organisation,  
PO Box 107,  
Bishop Auckland,  
DL14 9YW 
 

SRPBA 
Stuart House,  
Eskmills Business Park,  
Musselburgh  
EH21 7PB 
 

HSE Books,  
PO Box 1999,  
Sudbury, Suffolk  
CO10 2WA  
Tel: 01787 881165  
Fax: 01787 313995 

Game Shoot Standards 
C/O Old Town Hall 
367 Kennington Road 
London 
SE11 4PT 
 

CMi 
CMi Certification, 
Long Hanborough Business Park,  
Long Hanborough,  
Oxon  
OX29 8SG, 

Food Standards Agency 
Aviation House 
125 Kingsway 
London WC2B 6NH 
020 7276 8000 
http://www.food.gov.uk 

Defra 
Wildlife Management Policy 
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Bristol BS1 6EB 

www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/vertebrates/snares/pdf/snares-cop.pdf 
 


